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tion of the rights of free citizens to combine, is
so far a work above praise, but it is not a solu-
tion of the monastic question. It is, at best, the
elimination of the most turbulent orders. There
are probably yet in France 150,000 monastics
who continue most of their former work. In a
large measure the future is in their hands.
If they wish to continue the struggle, they will
have great national corporations against them.
Free-masonry, the Federation of Labour, and
other strong bodies will fight them. The time
is no longer when the Church was the only
great organisation by the side of the State. The
orders must realise that, whatever be the violent
elements antagonistic to them, the most in-
telligent and liberty-loving citizens dread them,
and often hate them. The good monks, dis-
liked even by many of their former pupils, must
cease to pose as if they were hated because of
their goodness. They must no longer repre-
sent their opponents as the embodiment of evil,
for fair-minded men know that not to be true.
Let the monastics lay aside calumny as a tool,
put a little sweetness into their relations with
their opponents, and accept principles of po-
litical equity without any mental reservation.
Anti-clericalism has had an easy victory, be-
cause it had a good case. France could not